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I consider myself a “materials artist,” taking inspiration from the innate potential of the many mediums I have 
been fortunate to work with, including ceramics, wood, stone, metals, textiles, and paper. Each of these 
materials offers a unique ability to signify meaning: clay, its ability to convey human touch and fragility; wood, 
its solidity and sense of warmth; metals, their strength and their malleability.

Currently, I am using fine gauge brass wire to create forms that convey a sense of movement, or growth. 
While these structures incorporate intricate geometric patterns, the overall physicality of each piece 
reflects the organic imperfections found in nature. Usually, I cover the sculptures in Japanese Gampi paper, 
which gives them a soft, tactile surface. It also filters and deflects light, giving the work an ethereal presence. 
Certain pieces are only partially covered, exposing the interior space, and creating a sense of discovery as 
the viewer changes perspective. This intimate interaction reflects my larger studio practice, which is rooted 
in the act of discovery, and a sense of wonder.

Inspired by the natural beauty and mystery of the Pacific Northwest, I have been focusing in my recent work 
the diversity and fragility of natural biological communities, and the processes of growth, decay, and 
succession. I am especially interested in the forms of memory: the husks, pods, and shells left behind by the 
relentless fecundity of life. This year, I am excited to be able expand on these ideas, and create a series of 
large, site-responsive installations that explore the interaction between the natural and the built worlds.

Nancy Mintz received her BFA from California College of Art, and her MFA from Mills College, Oakland. Her 
work is featured in prominent private and corporate collections, and has been exhibited at noted venues 
including the California Craft Museum, Bolinas Museum, Riverside Museum of Art, Southern Exposure, 
Catharine Clark Gallery, Traywick Contemporary, and the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art: Artist Gallery.
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